Featured Routes
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The Island Loop
A very unique paddle traversing four different water bodies, along the international border.
You can begin to paddle this route from several water access points. If you are on the north side of the Black River, go to North River
Road Park in Fort Gratiot Township to enter the water by using the Seasonally accessible ADA kayak launch. If you are on the south
side of the Black River, go to the new Bakers
Field Park (Spring 2012) in Port Huron Township
Taintor Gate
to enter the water by using the seasonal ADA
kayak launch. Proceed to the Canal and
Canal
navigate to Lake Huron, paddling against the
current in the Canal. Once in Lake Huron, head
North River
south toward the Blue Water Bridges. Use
Road Park
caution in the bridge area and stay close to the
American shore, as this area can have high
rolling waves when there is significant boating
traffic. Avoid the center of the river as this is the
shipping channel and the International Border.
Bakers Field
(Spring 2012)
Watch near shore for fishing lines and diving
activities. Enter the Black River to the west and
enjoy the easy paddling and the urban setting.
This is a good place to stop if you are hungry or
thirsty, a few establishments have docking
facilities. You will paddle under several bridges
as you navigate upriver to your starting point.

Blue Water Bridges

Pine River Paddle
Begin this route at the St. Clair Boat Harbor, where one can rent kayaks, canoes or bikes by the hour. Paddle
upstream in a southwesterly direction past a golf course, river front homes and woods. Plan to picnic at ‘Turtle
Beach’, where British Petroleum has provided nature trails, a portable toilet and pavilion.
Level – Easy
Length – 8.4 miles round trip

The St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning
Commission (MPC) and the St. Clair County Parks
and Recreation Commission (PARC) present the
Blueways of St. Clair, a website to help you visit
and enjoy the land and water trails along the
St. Clair River corridor, from Anchor Bay to the
northern border of the county along Lake Huron.
Financial assistance for this project was provided, in part,
by the Michigan Coastal Management Program, Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), through a
grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), U.S. Department of Commerce.

Note: You must navigate this route in a clockwise
direction so you are paddling downriver in the
strong currents of the St. Clair River.

Our Partners

Level – Intermediate (due to high
watercraft traffic)
Length – 10 miles

St. Clair
River

The map (left) features the paddling route
with a Google Map background. All the
assets that are associated with that route
appear here, and are linked to their own web
page with detailed information about each
asset, such as contact information, website,
business hours and pictures.
Each of the 16 Blueway routes has a Google
Map background with assets.

Rent a kayak at the St. Clair Boat Harbor and use
the seasonally accessible ADA kayak/canoe
launch for free, provided by St. Clair County Parks

BluewaysOfStClair.org
Bl
OfStCl
St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission
200 Grand River Ave, Suite 202
Port Huron, MI 48060

Discover shoreline adventure in St. Clair County!

Wadhams to Avoca Trail
Over 13 miles of trail,
winding through farmland,
farm
woods, and crossing Mill
Creek.

Explore over
138 miles of
paddling routes in
St. Clair County’s
rivers, creeks,
a Great Lake,
and the
largest
freshwater
fr
delta in
North
America!

Your adventure begins here!
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A Paddler’s Paradise

Blueway Adventures

Fun on the waterways of St. Clair County!
The Blueways of St. Clair offers 16 different
paddling routes along 9 unique bodies of water as
well as four seasonally accessible American
Disabilities Act (ADA) water access points.
Discover a varietyy of routes ranging from the
northern border of
the county along Lake
Huron to the southern
shore at Anchor Bay.
Canoe, kayak or float
down one of St. Clair
County's beautiful
waterways. Enjoy
Photo: thekayakstore.com
shoreline activities
such as hiking, fishing, shopping, or just relaxing
next to a unique body of water.
The project was developed by the St. Clair County
Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) and the
St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission
(PARC). In addition to this brochure, we have
created a website to help you visit,
enjoy and share your stories about your trips as
you explore the land and water trails along the
St. Clair River corridor.

St. Clair County is located at the base of the
‘thumb' in southeast Michigan, and shares an
international border with Canada. The population
in 2010 was 163,040 persons.
There are six major bodies of water affecting St.
Clair County. The largest of these is Lake Huron,
which is part of the Great Lakes water system
encompassing 12.5 miles of St. Clair County's
boundaries. The St. Clair River, a connecting
waterbody for the Great Lakes system, is a
receptor of a significant portion of the county's
surface drainage.
The St. Clair flats area (delta)) is at the mouth of
the St. Clair River. The flats
represent one of the world's
d's
largest freshwater deltas.
Lake St. Clair, towards the
southern end of the Great
Lakes system, receives
218,000 cubic feet per
second of water from the
St. Clair River. Lake St. Clair
supports a range of
recreational activities and
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wildlife habitat.
tore.com
Water level fluctuations of two to three feet are
common along the St. Clair River shoreline, from
the City of Port Huron to the southern County
line. Check the St. Clair River water level from the
link on the home page, reported dailyy byy the
USGS. The Port Huron to Erie Drinking Water
Monitoring System is a
continuous water testing system
m
that occurs at each water intake
e
plant. It helps protect the
drinking water quality of nearlyy
four million people living in
Southeastern Michigan.
St. Clair County is located within
n
the path of two flyway corridorss for
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BluewaysOfStClair.org

stop-over and migratory birds, thus indicating a
rich wildlife habitat, including watersheds and
other aquatic places, terrestrial habitats, and a
variety of 'edge' lands. Bird species tend to be the
leading indicator of the quality of wildlife habitat.
On the St. Clair River, there is a total of 58 miles of
shore land along the coast, most of which has been
developed or is unable to be developed. Between
Lake Huron, the St. Clair River, the Delta, Anchor
Bay, as well as the Black, Pine and Belle Rivers, there
are 45 public water access points in the county
along the mapped paddling routes. Just use the
‘Plan Your Trip’ tab on the website to find them.

St. Clair County offers three main bodies of
water for great sport fishing: Lake Huron,
the St. Clair River and Lake St Clair. Anglers
often catch walleye, muskellunge (pictured)
and yellow perch. Learn more by visiting
the DNR website at:
www.michigan.gov/dnr and click Fishing.

Brochure and website
designed by

Visit other water trails in southeast Michigan; Tip of the
Thumb Heritage Water Trail, Lake St. Clair Coastal Water Trail,
Detroit Heritage River Water Trail.

Take us with you!

Trail
Macomb Orchard Tr
A 24 mile hike and
bike path through
Macomb County.

St. Clair’s Greenways:

Share Your Story!

Black River

The map above features the paddling route with an aerial
imagery background. The aerial imagery was flown in 20100 by
St. Clair County and Southeastern Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG), and is 1 foot resolution true color
imagery. The map shows water access points and gives the
length of the route. Each of the 16 Blueway routes has an aerial
erial
imagery map background. To access it, click on ‘Print a Map’’.

With the mobile version of the site,,
browse with your smartphone while
le
still on the water. Look at your route,
te,
or search for a place to eat lunch.
http://m.BluewaysOfStClair.org.

US Bike Route 20
across
A bicycle route acros
Michigan, eventually
connecting the Trans
Pacific
Canada Trail to the Pa
Oregon.
Ocean in Eugene, Ore

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook (keyword search:
Blueways of St. Clair) and follow us on Twitter
(@BluewaysStClair) to receive
timely updates about what is
Blueways.
happening along the Blueways

Get the Latest News!

Bridge to Bay Trail
A 54 mile paved trail
along the eastern sho
shore
of St. Clair County.

Click on the ‘Memories Along the Blueways’
ways’ icon on
the homepage to post a story about your day on the
water, or upload pictures of your trip to share with
others. This feature could also be used to alert other
paddlers about specific water hazards on certain routes.
es.

Greenways are rapidly becoming an important
urban revitalization program throughout the
region. Increasingly, communities are coming
together and developing Greenways that link
communities together through a common green
thread. Connectivity aside, the health benefits of
biking, walking and paddling are very important
for the vitality of a community.

Use the ‘Plan Your Trip’ tab to put in any keyword to
o launch your
ur
search the database for names of places to
boat, eat, sleep or just get a list of all the places to camp!
cam
mp!
Use the ‘Add To Your Itinerary’ graphic to
o add a
location to your itinerary, and then create driving
directions between your chosen points off interest.

Plan Your Adventure!

Gr
Greenways
are
linear open spaces,
lin
including habitats
in
and trails that link
an
parks, nature
pa
reserves, cultural
re
features, or historic
fe
sites
i ffor recreation
i and
d conservation
i purposes.

Click on the ‘Routes’ tab to select a blueways
ways or
s, a
greenways option. Each route has pictures,
th in
description, skill level, and estimated length
miles. You can also see the points of interest
est
tied to that route. A Google map shows local
ocal
hotels, restaurants, museums and other cultural
ultural
resources located near that route.

Choose Your Route!

W
What
are
Greenways?
G

Check out over 200 virtual tours
of our beautiful Bluewater area
from the link on the homepage!

Blueways and Greenways are terms used to
describe corridors of land and water and the
natural, cultural and recreational resources they
link together.
lin

Experience the Blueways of St. Clair! Explore
over 138 miles of paddling routes in St. Clair County’s
rivers, creeks, a Great Lake, and the largest freshwater
delta in North America!

The Blueways of St. Clair
aren’t just blue, we’re
green too!

Plan your Trip Online
Paddling Etiquette

Leave No Trace is a national
and international program
designed to assist outdoor
enthusiasts with their
decisions about how to
reduce their impacts when
they hike, camp, picnic, snowshoe, run, bike, hunt,
paddle, ride horses, fish, ski or climb. The program
strives to educate all those who enjoy the
outdoors about the nature of their recreational
impacts as well as techniques to prevent and
minimize such impacts. Leave No Trace is best
understood as an educational and ethical
program, not as a set of rules and regulations.

Be Safe & Courteous

Leave No Trace

The seven principles of Leave No Trace:
• Plan ahead and prepare
• Travel and camp on established surfaces
• Dispose of waste properly (pack it in, pack it out)
• Leave what you find
• Minimize campfire impacts
• Respect wildlife
• Be considerate of other visitors

Several rules guide river travel. Primary is the
paddle-sail-power right of way hierarchy that
gives priority to self-propelled craft, then
sail-powered, and finally motorized craft. While
this rule is in the paddler's favor, it is often
forgotten.
Note: This rule does not apply to freighters! (Most
tonnage rules) Steer clear of these vessels, and
exercise extreme caution.
Stay close to shore. To minimize the hazards
associated with other watercraft, stay close to
shore and away from the recreational boating
and shipping channels. When paddling close to
shore, especially in the St. Clair River, watch for
ng activities.
fishing lines and diving
Cross cautiously
and quickly. When
the need arises to
cross a recreational
or shipping channel,
do so with caution
by checking in all
directions for
approaching vessels..

For more information, go to the Center for
Outdoor Ethics website www.LNT.org.

Safety Information
On every page of the Blueways of St. Clair
website, click on the direct links below to get the
latest weather, wave height, temperature and
wind speed, or to get information on Customs
and Border Patrol. For help on the water or to
report suspicious activity, link to the Coast Guard
or St. Clair County Marine Patrol.
Visit one of the few ADA tree houses in
Michigan at the Pine River Nature Center
in Wales Township! Use the ‘Plan Your
Trip’ tab to search ‘tree house’ or ‘Pine
River’. The center is located on 90 acres
containing mature hardwood forest,
wetland and prairie. The beautiful Pine
River meanders through the site.

Stay to starboard, and pass port to port.
If you alter your route in response to an
approaching vessel, steer to your right
(starboard). This is standard boating procedure.
Be respectful of other people using
the waterway. Stay in public areas, avoid private
property. Offer assistance if another person is in
distress.

Walleye are the largest member of the perch family. These battling
fish are exciting to catch, delicious to eat and because they feed
actively all winter, they provide a fine year-round sport fishery.

